



































San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District
‘Measure RR: Traction Power System Improvements

SPECIAL DISTRICT PARAMETERS

BART was formed as a county-based special district in 1957 by the California State Legislature. The
special district formation was made in response to identifying the transit needs in the San Francisco Bay
Arca Region. Special districts are defined as local govemment agencies that providc public infrastructure
and other essential services, including transportation, water, and recreation and parks. Special districts
operate within a defined boundary that can include areas as small as neighborhoods to areas as large as
multi-county regions, depending on the demand of services being provided.

California Government Code Section 53090 states that local agencies that provide governmental or
proprietary function within limited boundaries, such as rapid transit districts like BART, are exempt from
complying with local land use plans, policies, zoning ordinances and building ordinances (including
building permits).

Although BART's transportation facilities may be exempt from some local regulations, the District would
comply with the ovcrall intent of the local regulations to the extent feasible and would work closely with
the local jurisdictions to ensure that they are included in the overall project development process.

STATUTORY EXEMPTION APPLICABILITY

Article 18 of CEQA (CEQA Guidelines Sections 15260 to 15285), includes a list of classes of projects
that have been determined to not have a significant impact on the environment and are therefore exempt
from environmental review under CEQA. Due to the nature of thc proposed project, the proposed
replacement of the traction power substation equipment qualifies for an exemption pursuant to CEQA
Guidelincs Article 18 Section 15275(a) - Specified Mass Transit Projects, and would not have a
significant impact on the environment.

CEQA Guidelines Article 18 Section 15275(a) statcs that CEQA does not apply to mass transit projects
that involve the institution or increase of passenger or commuter service on rail lines or high-occupancy
vehicle lanes already in usc, including the modemization of cxisting stations and parking facilities'.

The analysis contained in this document provides substantial evidence the proposed project qualifies for
an exemnption pursuant to CEQA Guidclines Section 15275(a) as a Specified Mass Transit projcct and
would not have a significant effect on the cnvironment.

In summary, this document demonstrates that the proposed project qualifies for an exemption under
CEQA Guidelines Section 15275(a) as it would involve the institution or incrcase of passenger or
commuter scrvice on rail lines already in use. Modemizing BART’s 45+year old train control is an
important component in addressing critical capacity, reliability and safety needs as the District places 775
new BART train cars into service. This project entails removing aging train control equipment from the
BART system and upgrading to a new system.

1 Authority cited: Scction 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Scetion 21080(b)(11), (12), and (13), Public Resources Code,
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